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by deleting all language after the enacting clause and by substituting instead the following:

SECTION 1.  Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 63, Chapter 7, is amended by

creating a new Section 63-7-126 as follows:

(a) "Advanced practice nurse" means a registered nurse with a master's

degree or higher in a nursing specialty and national specialty certification as a

nurse practitioner, nurse anesthetist, nurse midwife, or clinical nurse specialist.

(b) Nurse practitioners, nurse anesthetists, nurse midwives, and clinical

nurse specialists holding such education and practice credentials may apply to

the board for a certificate to practice as an advanced practice nurse including

authorization to use the title "advanced practice nurse" or the abbreviation "APN".

No other person shall assume such title or use such abbreviation or any other

words, letters or signs to indicate that the person using the same is an advanced

practice nurse.

(c) An applicant for a certificate to practice as an advanced practice nurse

shall pay an initial fee as set by the board as well as a biennial renewal fee as set

by the board.

(d) A nurse practitioner, nurse anesthetist, nurse midwife or clinical nurse

specialist who holds a Tennessee registered nurse license in good standing and

current national specialty certification in the advanced practice specialty shall be

eligible for a certificate to practice as an advanced practice nurse upon passage

of this act, and shall be exempt from the requirement of a master's degree or
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higher in the nursing specialty if licensed in Tennessee and holding national

specialty certification prior to July 1, 2005.

(e)  Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to alter or change the

current law at the time of the enactment of this act regarding prescriptive rights,

supervision, or scope of practice for nurse anesthetists regulated under this title,

nurse midwives as described in Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 56-7-2407,

clinical nurse specialists, or certified nurse practitioners as defined in Tennessee

Code Annotated, Section 63-7-123.  Nor shall anything in this section be

interpreted to allow any board or other entity to promulgate rules that would alter

or change the law at the time of the enactment of this act regarding such

prescriptive rights, supervision, or scope of practice.

SECTION 2.  This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare

requiring it.


